Old Testament Chronology –  Session I
The genealogy of bible characters from Adam to Abraham can be found from Gen. 5:3 to Gen. 5:32 and Gen.11:10 to 11:26.
Adam lived right up until Lamech (Noah’s father) was 56 years old.  Lamech may have heard.  It means that Lamech, father of Noah who lived through the destruction of the earth by water, may have had firsthand knowledge of the garden of Eden.
The antediluvians, people who lived before the flood, had a life expectancy of about 900years.  Life expectancy after the flood dropped to about 400years.  Only Shem, who lived before and after the flood made it to 600years.  One can speculate that a change in diet and climate may have been responsible for the decline in the life expectancy – either way the ultimate cause is sin.

Given the length of time people lived, it is not farfetched to believe that the human memory was far more superior to that of our memory.   There was no need to write things down.  Knowledge would have been passed down from generation to generation.  Shem you lived before the flood and who may have heard about the Garden of Eden from his grandfather, would have been able to pass the knowledge to Abraham directly.  Shem outlived seven generations of Patriarchs.
After about 2000 years on earth, a covenant was set up with Abraham, establishing the God’s chosen people, the Israelites.

